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THE LAUNCH OF THE  33Łme ASTERIX
ALBUM WILL TAKE PLACE IN BELGIUM

* (footnote) Bruocsela: a name that stems from both Celtic (bruoc) and Latin (sella) and which, in fact, 
means the "temple of the marshes". Although I�m not sure Valueaddedtax or Getafix had anything to do with it.

ore discreet than the IOC, more friendly than some G8 who
would have omitted to invite hard-headed Britons such as Sir Bob
Geldof (a former Boomtown Rat) and Bono (a bard who stopped wor-
rying about his blacksmith a long time ago), we, the citizens of the
Gaulish Village, have decided to travel to the northeast
of Europe to organise the launch party for the new
Asterix opus. 

Away from the pressure of the modern centurions who
try to enforce political correctness across the planet,
our very own chief, Albert Uderzo, believed that,
�Brussels, and Belgium as a whole, would be a fabulous loca-
tion� in which to announce the publication of his latest
work. Had Julius, the great Julius, not already named
this people, located north of Gaul, as the bravest of all
the Gaulish peoples ?

Indeed, to hold Albert Uderzo�s only press conference, scheduled for 22
September at 11:00 am, we needed a truly international arena with the
capacity to welcome Druids and other messengers from around the
known world. In addition, we had to clearly choose what side we were
on, comrade, in this magnificent tectonix movement (I�m not really sure
about the spelling�) that is growing in amplitude in the field of comics.
Is Brussels not the comic book capital of the world?

Lastly, RenØ Goscinny and Albert Uderzo met and prospered in the fif-
ties, modestly but fruitfully nonetheless, thanks to Belgium and those
Belgians working in the industry. Just imagine! Without the Belgians,
Asterix and Obelix may never have existed! And that would have been

unbearable. We really had to pay tribute to the coun-
try.

t is this wealth of reasons that led us to choose
Brussels to organise the festivities and to announce
the Gaulish Village�s good news to the Global Village
(the known world, that is): �Asterix 33� will see the
light of day on 14 October 2005 in all good stores,
well, almost all anyway (indeed, one place has always
resisted the might of Asterix: the United States, who

Obelix thinks is a land of gobblers anyway). 

In the land of beer, mussels, chips and multiple governments, the
Editions Albert RenØ will therefore be reminding everyone of the fla-
vour of roast boar. Book your seat for the banquet!

A MAJOR EVENT 
IN BRUSSELS*
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